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Columbia University was founded 1754 Kings College 
royal grant George II, King England, “for the Instruction 
vouth the Learned Languages, and Liberal Arts and Sciences.” 
According the records, the College building that was presently 
erected portion the King’s Farm, what now the corner 
Park Place and Church Street, lower New York, was far 
completed May, 1760, that the officers and students “began 
Lodge and Diet it.” The second president the College, Myles 
Cooper, writes was 1773: “The College situated 
dry gravelly soil, about one hundred and fifty yards from the 
bank the Hudson River, which overlooks; commanding from 
the eminence which stands, most extensive and beautiful 
prospect; and being totally unencumbered any ad- 
jacent buildings, and admitting the purest circulation air from 
the river, and every other quarter, has the benefit agreeable 
and healthy situation can possibly conceived.” quite 
safe say that nobody the present time could possibly visualize 
this description even imagine have been reality. 

The first mention library the history the University 
the bequest King’s College, 1757, under the will Joseph 
Murray, “the most considerable Lawyer here his time,” 
what was said one the finest private collections books 
the Province. Just how large was does not appear. com- 
mittee the Governors the College 1763 reported consider- 
able Number Books the College Library (the generous Dona- 
tion the late Joseph Murray, Esq.)” the real nucleus and 
the first foundation the present great library the University. 
the same report the Committee was deemed “high time that 
Librarian with small Salary, and that fur- 
nished with Such Rules and Directions may tend the preserva- 
tion the Books committed his Care, and best answer the pur- 
poses for which they were bestowed.” accordance with this rec- 
ommendation, Robert Harper, Mathematical Teacher,” was 
chosen the first incumbent the office Librarian salary 
ten pounds year addition his regular stipend. The new libra- 
rian was once instructed “make Catelogue the Books that 
now are and hereaftér may belong the Library,” but copy 
such “catelogue” has survived. 

The library thus auspiciously started began slowly though 
steadily grow. 1763 there came from England gift “of 
less than Twelve Hundred Volumes valuable, well chosen, 
and useful Books; being Part the Library the late eminent and 
worthy Divine, Doctor Bristowe.” Books were received from 
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other sources gift and purchase. The minutes the College 
record that “Sundry Gentlemen Oxford gave Books whose Names 
are Oxford University, itself, 1772, made present 
copy all the valuable and scarce works which have for sev- 
eral years past been printed the Clarendon Press,” and other 
volumes were bought from local book-sellers. has been esti- 
mated that the library contained fully two thousand volumes when 
was dispersed the Revolution. 

April-May, 1776, the College building was given the 
use patriot troops, all academic exercises were suspended, and the 
books and apparatus were removed the City Hall and placed 
the same room with the collections belonging the New York 
Society Library and the Union Library Society. Here they remained 
until September the same year, when the British took possession 
the city and pillaged the City Hall. 

Efforts were subsequently made recover the volumes and 
two military orders were issued the British authorities demand- 
ing their return without apparent result. Nothing, fact, was 
heard them until 1803, when reference made the minutes 
the Trustees “the Books lately found St. Paul’s Church.” What 
these were does not appear, and further mention made them 
until 1846, when President Moore, his historical sketch the 
College, writes that almost all the apparatus and large proportion 
the books belonging the College were lost consequence 
their removal the City Hall, “and the books 
continues, “six seven hundred volumes were only after about 
thirty years, when they were found, with many belonging 
the Society Library, and some belonging Trinity Church, 
room St. Paul’s Chapel, where, seemed, one but the 
Sexton had been aware their existence, and neither nor any 
body else could tell how they had arrived there.” 

the volumes comprising the library King’s College 
scarcely hundred now remain which can identified. have 
dwelt thus long upon this earliest phase the history the Colum- 
bia University Library, because has seemed interest 
trace the light the present expansion the University and 
the Library these conditions their small beginnings. 

Kings College, after the war, remained practically abey- 
ance for eight years. the petition, however, the remaining 
Governors the College, the Legislature the State New York 
passed 1784, Act which provided “that the College within the 
City New York heretofore called King’s College forever 
hereafter called and known the name Columbia College.” 
George Moore, his Origin and Early History Columbia Col- 
lege, remarks that King’s College emerged from the Revolution 
“with the new name Columbia, word and name then for the 
first time recognized anywhere law and history.” 

Columbia College, thus rechristened, remained its earliest 
site, which the meantime had been closely built up, until 1857, 


when abandoned and removed more favorable location 
the block between and 50th Streets, Madison and Fourth Ave- 
nues, that subsequently occupied for forty years. The Evening 
Post May 11, 1857, says: “The new location the College 
delightful one, and undesirable only account the distance 
uptown.” 

The buildings the new site now taken over and occupied 
the College had belonged the Deaf and Dumb Asylum. 
the account the removal the College the Evening Post 
stated that “The east wing occupied the Chapel and the ex- 
tensive Library the College.” The annual catalog that year 
states that there were that time 16,000 the Library. 

The Library remained these quarters, which are still re- 
niembered many alumni wholly inadequate, until 1883, when 
new Library Building, 49th Street, was completed and the 
several special libraries that had gradually come into existence were 
consolidated into one ccllection and under one administration. This 
really the beginning the Library today organization and 
purpose, and its subsequent history the continuation 
cies begun that time under the able Librarianship Melvil 
Dewey, who from this point view was the first real Librarian 
Columbia University. 

The University was destined again outgrow its buildings 
and its site, and 1897 removed its present location Morn- 
ingside Heights, where the stately and commodious Library, the 
great central building the whole projected group, had been 
erected and was ready for use the center the vastly expanded 
activities the University. 

The Library the present time has 687,000 volumes, and, 
addition, many thousand pamphlets. Beside the General ibrary, 
twenty subject libraries, the most important which are the Law 
and the Avery Architectural Library, are maintained the 
grounds Morningside, and one, the medical library the College 
Physicians and Surgeons, that school the University 
West 59th All are constituent parts one ad- 
ministrative system under the control the Librarian the Uni- 
versity. total recorded use the University libraries for 
the past academic year was 1,126,000 volumes. 

The history the Columbia University Library, finally, not 
merely record growth size, but even more notably 
record increase usefulness and the extension its service 
adjunct education both within the University and the 
without. the University itself, the one pivotal 
fact and central force the broad scheme educational influence 
for which the University stands and for which maintained 
and devoted. 


“THE SCIENCE LIBRARIANSHIP.” 
Sir William Osler, 


Foreword—The (English) “Library Association Record” for 
August-September, prints address made the opening 
the Summer School Library Service the University Wales 
Aberystwyth, July 31, 1917, Sir William Osler, Bart., 
D., S., Regius Professor Medicine, Oxford, Curator 
the Bodleian, and President the Bibliographical Society. Those 
who remember the great interest took while Baltimore the 
Libraries the Johns Hopkins Hospital and the Medical and 
Chirurgical Faculty will not surprised that has continued that 
interest and that his advice valuable the training libra- 
rians and the conduct libraries. The most important portions 
this address are follows: 

“Within the last few years the work has been organized that 
may speak science librarianship. The old rule-of-thumb 
order which each custodian collection books adopted, his 
own knowledge ignorance suggested, giving place carefully 
thought-out methods arrangement designed make the books 
greater service, and more easily accessible. The librarians 
today, and will true still more the librarians tomorrow, 
are not fiery dragons interposed between the people and the books. 
They are useful public servants, who manage libraries the interest 
the public. The old notion the right person have charge 
books going, but means gone; the sooner goes the better 
for everybody. Many think still that great reader, writer 
books, will make excellent librarian. This pure 

“Between the years 1855, roughly, and the present, there has 
grown Britain and America libraries type altogether dif- 
ferent from anything existing before—the libraries the people, 
public libraries, sometimes miscalled free libraries, brought into 
existence the will the people, maintained funds derived 
from the rates. These libraries are firmly established factor 
promoting education and culture, besides serving many other 
useful purposes. are many places highly organized con- 
tributors the general welfare, but their potential place the 
scheme things intellectual has not been grasped yet Britain. 
Perhaps because too much has been done for the people, who 
have not this matter worked out their own salvation. Mr. 
Carnegie and his Trust have spent library buildings the 
United Kingdom more than two millions sterling. America the 
function the public library better understood than here. 

“America has gone further than the matter technical 
training. Library schools have been operation for many years, 


and their graduates large numbers have found employment. 
this country the Library Association has laboured 
worthy zeal set standards proficiency, establish classes 
for instruction, and test means examinations the qualifica- 
tions candidates. 

“Let glance for moment the subjects. What librarian 
assistant can hope deal with books without good knowledge 
literary history, not merely his own, but other coun- 
tries? 

“Bibliography, next order, sub-divided the Library As- 
sociation into Historical Bibliography, Practical Bibliography, and 
Book Selection. How many people would able pass even 
elementary test either the first two sub-divisions, even 
define them. Many cataloguers (of sorts) describe themselves 
bibliographers, thereby displaying their ignorance terms, and 
the whole subject. 

Bibliography deals with the history printing, the evolution 
the printed book from the manuscripts, paper, bookbinding, 
book authors, publishers, booksellers, the collation 
and description books, the various methods book production 
while book selection concerned with the type books suitable 
the needs the people who are use the library. this effi- 
ciently requires wide knowledge books reference—bibliog- 
raphies—practical experience, and sound judgment. 

“Next order Classification, the application which 
collections books comparatively recent, and the outcome 
modern experience. the library made organized instru- 
ment service, like well-trained and disciplined army. For just 
hundreds thousands even millions men without proper 
organizations form mere mob, library without classification 
nothing more than mob books. Catalogues lessen the confusion, 
but every catalogue out date soon appears, and the 
reader becomes dependent upon his own and the librarian’s mem- 
ory for the latest books his subject. With classification, how- 
ever, this difficulty disappears. The books are sorted their proper 
place they come in. one wishes study ‘Cancer,’ for 
example, ‘Poultry-keeping,’ any other subject, properly 
classified library would infinitely greater help than any cata- 
logue, and more expeditious. 

“The Library Congress started reorganization some years 
ago, heroic thing undertake with such large collections, and 
the re-classification has occupied special staff for over seventeen 
years. now approaching completion, and incidently has pro- 
duced the soundest and most practical scheme classification yet 
given the world, known the Library Congress Classifica- 
“Following the subjects the order the Syllabus the 
Library Association come Cataloguing, important branch 
the work, but not, many people suppose, the most important. 


The widely prevalent idea that library work made cata- 
loguing and that beyond compiling catalogues the staff mainly 
engaged reading and writing books very wide the truth. 
Valuable catalogue can little use unless the books 
have first been arranged order which will enable them 
found when called for, and returned their places when done with. 
The classifier fact must precede the cataloguer, the labor will 
wasted. 

“At this point take leave the Syllabus the. Library 
Association and come two branches librarian’s equipment 
which have been rather neglected this country. the Conti- 
nent the Archivist important personage. going im- 
portant here. welcome, therefore, the addition Archives 
subject for study this Summer School. 

“The course instruction bookbinding will useful aux- 
iliary the study Archives, addition bookbinding 
its usual forms, instruction and demonstrations will given 
cleaning, repairing, and preserving documents, rare books and valu- 
able manuscripts. 

“It not little strange, indeed singular anomaly, that 
our universities, whose chief function train men influence 
others, little nothing directly for the education those great 
teachers the nation, the masters the elementary schools, and 
the purveyors knowledge called librarians. 

collection books is, Carlyle says, university, and 
custodian books necessarily teacher. Post-graduate education 
largely the hands libraries. Take illustration own 
experience the past ten days. complicated and unusual 
type war-shock case, about which asked own books vain, 
the answer was easily found the Royal Society Medicine Li- 
brary. About Cambridge University medical diploma, 1683, 
bothered teachers Bodley, Cambridge, and the British 
Museum. early, possibly unknown, edition the “Malade 
Imaginaire” led far afield beyond the Taylorian Institution. The 
British Museum and Bodley are themselves Universities great 
Oxford and Cambridge. The London Library possibly helps the 
education more people than London University. 

“The Library everywhere becoming one the great fac- 
tors our educational system, and the director perforce 
teacher wide and critical influence. How shall trained 
best utilize his opportunities for the public good? man the 
community requires more comprehensive and thorough educa- 
tion. All knowledge his province. common tap for the waters 
wisdom, should not perhaps know everything, but should 
know where everything may found. The parson, the doctor, the 
lawyer, the engineer, the farmer, the worker every craft should 
able him with full assurance that will able 
help. The Apocalyptic literature, the recent theories immunity, 
the law war claims, submarine engineering, the chemistry dyes, 


the metallurgy nickel steel, the story aviation, the laws 
trajectories should familiar him the ‘best sellers’ among 
the novels the most popular the war poets. the badly 
salaried intellect the community and, fortunate enough 
able suffer fools gladly, leads life surprising usefulness. 
And let not forget other important qualifications—an ability 
manage business complicated department shop, and 
knowledge men and gift manners that will enable him 
drive his Committee Council without strain bit rein. 
Mr. Tedder remarked recent address, ‘The Librarian Rela- 
tion Books,’ ‘The model librarian must two-sided—at once 
man business, and man learning and reflection.’ 

should like see added the schools least one Uni- 
versity each division the Kingdom School the Book, 
all its relations historical, technical and commercial—every aspect 
bibliography, every detail typography, every possible side 
bibliopoly. And the Press should included, the daily paper 
nothing but glorified broadside. The opportunities exist, the 
great library furnishes laboratory, the college with the library 
staff supervise the courses, and University Press subserves the 
typographical side the training. 

“In America the Library School has been great boon, and 
has been the means furnishing highly trained men and women 
who have, within knowledge, completely changed the atmos- 
phere che libraries. have seen the Surgeon-General’s Library, 
the College Physicians, Philadelphia, the Boston Medical Li- 
brary, the McGill Medical Library, mention only those which 
have been personally interested, grow from small beginnings 
collections national importance. The most striking bibliograph- 
ical contrast own collection the tiny octavo pages, 
the first catalogue, 1865, the Surgeon-General’s Library, Wash- 
ington, alongside the folio volumes the first and second 
series just completed. The stimulus trained specialists has been 
potent factor this development. 

“Modified meet local conditions the scheme the National 
School would follows: 

Organization—Control jointly Committee rep- 
resenting the Library, the Press, the University, 
and the Colleges. 

II. Staff—(a) Permanent. The heads the Library and 
the Press, and the assistants special depart- 
ments, who would supervise the technical work. 

(b) Lecturers library economics, history, bibliog- 
raphy, publishing, binding, etc., chosen partly from 
the library, partly from the college staffs. 

(c) Special lecturers from outside, you have ar- 
ranged for this Summer School. Publishers, manu- 
facturers, printers, and inventors would asked 
give special lectures. 
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III. Students—(a) Ordinary undergraduates, who would 
given instruction (i) the use the library; 
(ii) the elements bibliography; (iii) palaeog- 
raphy. 

(b) Special students: (i) library work; (ii) 
newspaper work, printing, publishing, binding and 
illustrating. 

The school these departments would offer practical train- 
ing quite important other technical subjects. For time 
least the courses library economics may have given 
Summer School, but fit men for the higher library posts 
should look forward advanced course two years’ post- 
graduate work. 

(c) Research students. One the chief functions 
the school would train men and women 
methods literary and historical research. 
torial classes and private instruction should 
offered all departments. The National Library 
with its unique collections should 
Mecca for Celtic students from all parts the 
world for whom skilled assistance should pro- 
vided the best scholars. 

IV. The Public—The classes bibliography should 
open. Anyone desiring special instruction any 
matter relating book from the preparation 
manuscripts the designing book cover, 
should able find the school. the great 
working centres South Wales extension classes 
would held for working men dealing with the 
book tool the mind. 

“And connection with the Press there would organized 
typographical museum which would displayed models, etc., 
everything relating the art printing—a place which the 
historical evolution could ‘studied from the Chinese movable 
type the latest linotype machine.” 

“Your business that purveyors, providers 
the mental food the public; and not only are you caterers but 
you will often called upon the work cooks and doctors. 
The majority mankind, Burke says, providence has doomed 
live trust, trust less you, fear, than the ephemeral 
literature the day. not often that one has vivid, enduring 
impression newspaper but one day October, 1872, 
Tottenham Court Road tea-shop, read “The Times’ state- 
ment Ruskin the effect that mind could resist for year 
the dulling influence the daily paper. Doubtless exclusive 
dietary the press and the magazine lead mental conditions 
the counterpart what know the body the deficiency dis- 
eases, scurvy, rickets, etc. The Library through you supplies the 
vitamines which counteract the mental lethargy and anaemia 
which come from too exclusive use Northcliff and other patent 
foods.” Hartford, Conn. 
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POSTPONEMENT ANNUAL MEETING 


Only few members replied the inquiry, regarding our next 
meeting, which appeared the January Bulletin, and but three 
these voted for Chicago. The Executive committee has considered 
the matter and feels that under the circumstances the meeting 
should indefinitely postponed. The reports the work done dur- 
ing the past year, however, will appear the Bulletin usual, and, 
will compelled turn the Bulletin bond for union 
this year, every member urged keep touch with the Secre- 
tary giving all news items and matters personal interest, which 
are usually supplied the Annual Meeting. shall need this 
medium more than ever under the circumstances, the meetings 
afforded great stimulus the work each individual member 
who has attended, and many instances these members are now 
carrying double loads owing depletion staff brought about 
the war, extra work which the war has entailed. spite these 
burdens the Association wants suggestions from members 
ways which can help the war. Medical libraries the can- 
tonments and base hospitals are being established all over the coun- 
try, and impossible for the Association give them the nec- 
essary up-to-date material some arrangement must made 
which the medical libraries may called lend material. This 
being done several sections and the Secretary would like 
know the methods that are being employed. 


the Editor: 


The New York Public Library has available for distribution 
copies the “Memoir” the late Dr. John Shaw Billings, Libra- 
rian the Surgeon General’s Office, and first Director the New 
York Public Library, written Dr. Fielding Garrison, and pub- 
lished Messrs. Putnam’s Sons 1915. Medical libraries 
librarians who wish the book and now possess it, may 
secure copy forwarding postage the undersigned. The 
shipping weight the book about three pounds and the parcel 
post charges will follows: 


Zone Rate 


The foreign rate cents pound. 
Reference Librarian, The New York Public Library, 
‘April 11, 1918. New York City. 


